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T has-been. obferved, that the world is generally juft in the opi- 
nions which it forms of the characters of the’ different perfons 
who appear on the ftage of life; ‘that few have been held high in 
the eftimation of the public who have-not deferved it; and that ih- 
{tances .as rarely:occur of its cenfure/mifapplied,. as of its applaufe 
mifplaced. But though this remark, ‘it muft be allowed, is true in 
the general, yet experience teaches that it cannot be admitted with- 
out exceptions ;) and that the truly. virtuous and deferving, particu! 
larly in the private. walks of life, may often pafs unnoticed, while 
the lefs worthy may-become the objects of favour. 
sie ad nee neice 
Cleora was married at an early period of life. Gaily educated, 
and thoughtlefs in difpofition, fhe was incapable of any ftrong at- 
tachment. She married Lothario, becaufe he was a man of the ¢on, 
drefled well, kept good company, and profefled himfelf her humble 
admirer. He married her, becaufe fhe was reckoned pretty, danced 
well, was a toaft, and was as much in the fafhion as he was. As 
they went together without affection, fo neither of them allowed 
their love to be troublefome to the other. Pleafure, diffipation, 
fhow, was the tafte of both. Lothario was fometimes at home, and 
in his wife’s company; but then it was only in a crowd, and a- 
midit a variety of guefts. Abroad they fometimes met at dinner 
and fupper parties; but as frequently their parties were not the fame, 
and their amufements Jay in different quarters. 


Such a life of diffipation, however, could not be fupported 
without great expence, Though Lothario was poffefied of a con- 
fiderable land-eftate, yet when he fucceeded to it, it was much 
incumbered with debt; and that debt was now greatly increafed by 
his own extravagance, Every year made a new bond or mortgage 
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Cleora knew all this; but fhe allowed it not to make any impref- - 
fion on her mind, It was too ferious a fubject to be fuffered to in- 
trude itfelf in the mid{ft of her enjoyments. The mother of a nu- 
merous family, fhe is equally inattentive with Lothario, to giving 
them proper habits and impreflions, The boys, neglecting every 
ufeful branch of ftudy, by a ftrange combination, are both beaux 
and blackguards. At public places they are reckoned fafhionable, 
while, at the fame time, in their private amufements they value 
themfelves on their coarfenefs and intemperance. The daughters 
are now come to the age of women; but Cleora has no other objec 
as to them than to increafe their fondnefs for public places and late 
hours: devoted to them herfelf, fhe makes her daughters the pretext 
for her own indulgences, 


Thus Cleora, if fhe were to think, if fhe were to ftop her courfe 
of diffipation for a moment, would fee bankruptcy at hand, and 
her children, if not herfelf and her hufband, reduced to want; her 
children brought up without education, and initiated in nothing 
but the ways of idlenefs and folly. With all this, Cleora retains a 
good character in the world: her chearfulnefs, her gaiety, make 
her a favourite where-ever fhe goes. “ ’Tis a pity,” it is fome- 
times faid, ** that her hufband was not more attentive to her and 
“ her children; but it is not her fault. She is indeed to be com- 
** mended for fubmitting with fo much eafe to her fate; one would . 
** never difcover that fhe was married to Lothario.’———Such is the 
general charaéter which Cleora bears; and if any one ever exprefles 
a hint to the contrary, it is confidered as the remark of a perfon 





willing to be cenforious. 


How fhall I contraft with Cleora the condu& of Aurelia? She alfo 
married young, before fhe had learnt to feel and judge for herfelf, 
andat a time when fhe was entirely given upto the direétion and dif- 
pofal of her parents. It has been unfortunately the fate of fome of 
the beft of women, to become the wives of men in many refpedts 
their inferiors both in underftanding and in character. Amid{ft the 
chances of life, the intricacies of fituation, or from the deception 
of minds whofe very virtues betray their caution, this will fome- 
times happen. Cleanthes, the hufband of Aurelia, is of a charac- 
ter very fimilar to that of Cleora’s hufband, Lothario, and on 
many accounts an unfortunate match for Aurelia. But Cleanthes 
being reputed to be a man of fortune, poflefling a good addrefs, 
and believed to be poflefled of goocd-nature, it was the fate of Au- 
relia 
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relia to be joined to him for life. Thofe habits of thoughtleffnefs 
and extravagance, however, which Cleanthes had acquired before 
marriage, never forfook him: he even became indifferent and ne- 
gligent of Aurelia, and a family of fine children which fhe brought 
him. Intemperate in his pleafures, and inordinate in his expence, 
he plunged headlong into every fafhionable folly, into every fpecies 
of diflipation. ' Aurelia felt much anguifh at this condu@ of her 
hufband: She endeavoured by every gentle method in her power 
to reclaim him, and to gain his mind to virtue and domeftic enjoy- 
ment. All her efforts proved ineffectual. Cleanthes was not yet, 
however, fo loft as not to feel at times the reproaches of his con- 
{cience; but, inftead of endeavouring to remove, he tried to avoid 
them. In this fituation, Aurelia was like another confcience: the 
reflection on her quiet and gentle virtues was like a mirror that 
did but fhow him his own uglinefs, and, frightened at the fight, 
he only thought how to efcape: it; Thus abandoned by him- 
felf, thus having forfaken Aurelia, and every better feeling, he has 
gone more and more headlong into vice— intemperance has become 


his companion, and expence much beyond his income has attended 
it, 


What a fituation for Aurelia! With a mind fitted for every do- 
meftic enjoyment, fhe fees her hufband a prey to folly and extra- 
vagance, ruining his fortune, and dead to every proper fentiment. 
One only comfort remains—the pleafure fhe receives from her chil- 
dren. Her only fon, who promifes to be all a parent could wifh, 
has been placed at a diftant academy; and a rich uncle, who has 
no children of his own, has adopted him as his fon. Her three 
daughters live with herfelf, and her great object is to educate and 
inftruét them; and in this fhe is well rewarded by the appearance 
of their promifing virtues, and the difplay of their opening talents, 


With all thefe amiable parts of Aurelia’s condud, juftice is not 
done her in the opinion of the world. Her virtues are unknown, or 
pafs unnoticed, It is frequently faid, “ That Cleanthes is a good 
** fellow: Pity he had not a wife of a lefs grave difpofition, more 
“* fuited to his tafte. If he had, he might have been le{S expen- 
“* five, and his pleafures been more fixed at home.” 


It was but the other evening that in making a courfe of vifits, or, 
to ufe an expreflion more confonant to my character, in dounging 
from one place to another, I called at a houfe where | found Cleora 
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engaged in deep play, and her eldeft daughter fitting by her, at- 
tending to the game. At that moment Lothario happened to come 
into the room. He drew a chair near fome ladies at another table, 
and gave a nod of indifference to his daughter. ‘“ La! Sir,” faid 

lifs, “‘ we did not look for you; we thought you were at Sir 
“ John’s.” Her mother gave one look behind ; afked her part- 


ner, if fhe had not held the king; and then defired her to fet up 
two by honours and the odd trick. 





‘The fame evening I called at the houfe of Cleanthes.. Him I 
found abroad; but Aurelia was at home, I was fhewn into the 
room where fhe was, where I found her feated with her three girls 
around her. On the table lay feveral’ books, among which were 
the Specfator, the Man of Feeling and the Theatre of Education. She 
herfelf was bufy with her needle ; and her two youngeft girls were 
occupied in the fame manner, under her direction. The eldeft 
was employed in reading, When | entered the room, one of the 
girls took me by the hand, and kindly welcomed me, “ I thought, 
** however,” faid fhe, with a moft expreflive Jook, ‘* it: had been’ 
“* Papa; my Mamma expected him.” A tear ftarted into Aurelia’s 
eye. She foon, however, refumed her chearfulnefs; and I remain- 
ed for a confiderable time in this domeftic party, receiving a plea- 
fure which I cannot defcribe in the converfation of Aurelia, the 
amiablenefs and propriety of her condudét, her behaviour to her chil- 
dren, and theirs to her, | 


When I came home, I could not help refle@ting on the different 
characters of Aurelia and Cleora, placed in’ fituations' not diffi- 
milar, One drawing, from her very want of feeling and of duty, 
the fuffrage of the world! the other, from the very exercife of the 
moft difinterefted virtue, fuffering its negleét, and incurring its 
cenfure! Yet with all her affli€ions, and all her forrows,; who 
would not rather wifh to be the fufiering and virtuous Aurelia, 
than the gay and thoughtlefs Cleora? The one may enjoy the dif-’ 
fipation of the world, and the good liking of its votaries; but the 
other muft poflefs that approbation from her own mind, which in- 
finitely furpaffes all the external enjoyment which the world is able 
to beftow. 
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